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Gene Luen Yang writes, and sometimes draws, comic books and graphic novels. As the Library
of Congress’s fifth National Ambassador for Young People’s Literature, he advocates for the
importance of reading, especially reading diversely. His graphic novel American Born Chinese, a
National Book Award finalist and Printz Award winner, has been adapted into a streaming series
on Disney+. His two-volume graphic novel Boxers & Saints won the LA Times Book Prize and
was a National Book Award finalist. His nonfiction graphic novel Dragon Hoops received an
Eisner Award and a Printz honor. His other comics works include Secret Coders (with Mike
Holmes), The Shadow Hero (with Sonny Liew), as well as Superman Smashes the Klan and the
Avatar: The Last Airbender series (both with Gurihiru). In 2016, he was named a MacArthur
Foundation Fellow.A New York Times bestsellerChina, 1898. An unwanted fourth daughter, Four-
Girl isn't even given a proper name by her family. She finds friendship-and a name, Vibiana-in
the most unlikely of places: Christianity. But China is a dangerous place for Christians. The Boxer
Rebellion is murdering Westerners and Chinese Christians alike. Torn between her nation and
her Christian friends, Vibiana will have to decide where her true loyalties lie . . . and whether she
is willing to die for her faith.----Boxers & Saints is a groundbreaking graphic novel in two
volumes. This innovative format presents two parallel tales about young people caught up on
opposite sides of a violent rift. Saints tells Vibiana's story, and the companion volume, Boxers,
tells the story of Little Bao, a young man who joins the Boxer Rebellion. American Born Chinese
author Gene Luen Yang brings his trademark magical realism to the complexities of the Boxer
Rebellion, and lays bare the universal foundations of extremism, rebellion, and faith.

From School Library JournalGr 9 Up-Acclaimed graphic novelist Yang brings his talents to
historical fiction in these paired novels set during China's Boxer Rebellion (1899-1900). In
Boxers, life in Little Bao's peaceful rural village is disrupted when "foreign devils"-a priest and his
phalanx of soldiers-arrive. The foreigners behave with astonishing arrogance, smashing the
village god, appropriating property, and administering vicious beatings for no reason. Little Bao
and his older brothers train in kung fu and swordplay in order to defend against them, and when
Little Bao learns how to tap into the power of the Chinese gods, he becomes the leader of a
peasant army, eventually marching to Beijing. Saints follows a lonely girl from a neighboring
village. Unwanted by her family, Four-Girl isn't even given a proper name until she converts to
Catholicism and is baptized-by the very same priest who bullies Little Bao's village. Four-Girl,
now known as Vibiana, leaves home and finds fulfillment in service to the Church, while Little
Bao roams the countryside committing acts of increasing violence as his army grows. Mysticism
plays a part in both stories, and Yang's spare, clean drawing style makes it clear that Vibiana's
visits from Joan of Arc and Bao's invocation of the powerful Chinese gods are very real to these



characters. The juxtaposition of these opposing points of view, both of them sympathetic, makes
for powerful, thought-provoking storytelling about a historical period that is not well known in the
West.-Paula Willey, Baltimore County Public Library, Towson, MDα(c) Copyright 2013. Library
Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.From
Booklist*Starred Review* In American Born Chinese (2006), Yang spoke to the culture clash of
Chinese American teen life. In Saints—the concluding volume in a two-book set beginning with
Boxers (2013)—about the Boxer Rebellion at the end of the nineteenth century in China, he
looses twin voices in harmony and dissonance from opposite sides of the bloody conflict. Saints
follows Four-Girl, an outcast in her own family, who embraces the Christian faith spreading
through her country and places herself in the dangerous path of the Boxers. Between the two
books, Yang ties tangled knots of empathy where the heroes of one become the monsters of the
other. Four-Girl and her foil in Boxers, Little Bao, are drawn by the same fundamental impulses—
for community, family, faith, tradition, purpose—and their stories reflect the inner torture that
comes when those things are threatened. Yang is in superb form here, arranging numerous
touch points of ideological complexity and deeply plumbing his characters’ points of view. And in
an homage to the driving power of stories themselves, Four-Girl is captivated by a vision sprung
from lore: a young Frenchwoman clad in golden armor, Joan of Arc. Much blood is spilled as
Four-Girl marches toward her grim fate, which is even more unsettling given that Yang hasn’t
fundamentally altered his squeaky clean, cartoonishly approachable visual style. A poignant,
powerhouse work of historical fiction from one of our finest graphic storytellers. Grades 7-11. --
Ian ChipmanReview“A masterful work of historical fiction that happens to be in the form of a
graphic novel, and a very accessible view into a complicated moment in Chinese history.”
―Dave Eggers“In Boxers and Saints, Gene Luen Yang once again masterfully draws us into the
most difficult issues of self-identity and communal understanding, with characters who struggle
to act out of their deepest cultural and spiritual selves. But when they find that their
commitments lead them in terrible, frightening directions--one toward massacres, another
toward martyrdom--they must ask questions for which there are no easy answers. The brilliance
of this novel--and I mean, aside from the brilliance in the telling of a major historical episode
about which most North Americans know very little and which provides some critical lessons in
political relationships--the brilliance lies in the merger of fast action and humor and very real
characters and startling graphics with a shattering sense of the brokenness of the world and our
terrible need for compassion. Read this, and come away shaking.” ―National Book
Award Finalist and Newbery Honor winner Gary Schmidt, author of Okay for Now and The
Wednesday WarsAbout the AuthorGene Luen Yang writes, and sometimes draws, comic books
and graphic novels. As the Library of Congress’s fifth National Ambassador for Young People’s
Literature, he advocates for the importance of reading, especially reading diversely. His graphic
novel American Born Chinese, a National Book Award finalist and Printz Award winner, has been
adapted into a streaming series on Disney+. His two-volume graphic novel Boxers & Saints won
the LA Times Book Prize and was a National Book Award finalist. His nonfiction graphic novel



Dragon Hoops received an Eisner Award and a Printz honor. His other comics works include
Secret Coders (with Mike Holmes), The Shadow Hero (with Sonny Liew), as well as Superman
Smashes the Klan and the Avatar: The Last Airbender series (both with Gurihiru). In 2016, he
was named a MacArthur Foundation Fellow.Read more
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Douglas Heinl, “Must read Boxers (vol. 1) to enjoy this book. I came across the 1st vol., Boxers,
and loved it, could NOT put it down! This one though, Saints, I only enjoyed because it tied into
the 1st one so we'll. That said, I would recommend this ONLY if you've read Boxers as this book
is not worth the read by itself.”

Ebook Library Reader, “I really think this is a good book, and I like the way that the .... When I
read the first part of the Boxer and Saints, I didn't even think it's worth buying this book. However,
after I read the second part, I really think this is a good book, and I like the way that the author
split one story into two. However, because I do not have a Kindel device, it is so har to read on a
laptop.”

H C, “Quick, good read.. I finished this book in a little over an hour and it is a fair bit shorter than
its companion, Boxers. However, the story goes by very quickly with a very unique story on how
the heroine adopts Christianity with visions of Joan of Arc.”

Lynn Johnson, “Best book bought for my kids. By how often my son talks about this book, I
suspected this will be the books that had a huge influence on him”

L. Hymowitz, “A quick read for Tweens. Picked up as holiday gift for my kids. By they read it in
one afternoon.  Much loved - by all in family.”

Teresa, “Great book. My son loves this book”

Book_Lover, “great book!. We loved this books. Saints is a great companion for to the boxers!”

Josï¿½ Pedro Garcia de Castello Branco, “One of the best comics I've ever read.. There is not
one reason why you shouldn't purchase this volume and Boxers immediately.Not only is one hell
of a well-crafted story, paired with amazing drawings and breakdowns, but is a tale of unique
sensibility, maturity and goal. To write one iota of its plot is to do a desservice. Go in blind and
read it. It's what I (almost) did.”

The book by Gene Luen Yang has a rating of  5 out of 4.4. 89 people have provided feedback.
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Language: English
Hardcover: 277 pages
Reading age: 12 - 18 years
Grade level: 7 - 9
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